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Mesdames les Directrices générales et
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Je vous prie d’agréer, Mesdames, Messieurs, I’expression de mes sentiments

distingués.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

REFERENCES

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of these Directives is to inform the school boards and private schools
of decisions made by the Minister of Education for the 2004-2005 school year
under the Education Act, and to provide them with information on the application
of the provisions of the Basic school regulation for preschool, elementary and
secondary education, which will come into force in 2004-2005 or subsequent
years.

2. SUBJECT-TIME ALLOCATION

2.1 Elementary Education

The subject-time allocation for Elementary Cycle One, Two and Three is
stipulated in the Basic school regulation for preschool, elementary and secondary
education.

EA,s. 459
BSR, s. 22
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CYCLE ONE
Elementary 1 and 2

CYCLES TWO AND THREE
Elementary 3,4, 5 and 6

COMPULSORY TIME

SUBJECTS

Language of instruction 9h

Mathematics 7h
16 h

French, second language

Arts education: two of the four
following subjects:

Drama

Visual arts

Dance

Music

vV V V

\7

Physical education and
health

Moral education or
Moral and religious
instruction

Unapportioned time 7h 30

TOTAL 23h30

COMPULSORY
SUBJECTS

TIME

Language of instruction 7h
Mathematics 5h

12 h

Second language (French or
English)

Arts education: two of the four
following subjects:

Drama

Visual arts

Dance

Music

YV V V

\7

Physical education and
health

Moral education or
Moral and religious
instruction

Geography, history, and

citizenship education

Science and technology

11h 30

Unapportioned time

TOTAL 23h 30

2.1. Elementary Education

Schools have leeway in terms of the hours of instruction allocated to subjects that
have no prescribed time assigned to them. However, in the case of programs
developed by the Minister, for each subject without a prescribed time, an
equivalent of at least one hour per week is necessary for students to attain the set
objectives and to assimilate the compulsory content of these programs.

EA,s. 461
BSR, s. 22
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2.2 Secondary Education

The first paragraph of section 23 of the Basic school regulation for preschool,
elementary and secondary education will be applied progressively from Secondary
I to Secondary V as of the 2005-2006 school year.

Consequently, in 2004-2005, section 35 of the 1990 Basic school regulation for
secondary school education will continue to apply. The amendments specified in
Order in Council 865-2001 of July 4, 2001, will also be in effect, with the
exception of matters concerning the Ethics and Religious Culture program. These
amendments resulted in the removal of the Secondary III and V moral education
and moral and religious instruction programs from the subject-time allocation and
the addition of arts education programs to the Secondary III timetable.

SUBJECTS NUMBER OF CREDITS PER YEAR
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS I I I 1AY A%
Language of instruction (English or French) 6 6 6 6 6
Second language (French or English) 4 4 4 4 4
Mathematics 6 6 4 6 4
Physical education 2 2 2 2 2
Confessional moral and religious 2 2

instruction or moral education

Ethics and religious culture 2

Art 4 4 2

Biology 4

Ecology 4

Economics 4
Geography of Québec and Canada 4

General geography 4

History of Québec and Canada 4

General history 4

Physical science 4 6

2.2 Secondary Education
= Understanding and field-testing the Québec Education Program for Secondary
Cycle One

The 2004-2005 school year will focus on training and professional development
activities that will enable regular and special education teachers in Secondary
Cycle One to acquire sufficient knowledge of the Québec Education Program.
This year will also enable complementary educational services personnel working
with students and school teams to become sufficiently familiar with the program.

Some schools may have already completed this step and will want to start
implementing one or more programs of study. They will be able to do so provided
the implementation is consistent with the current subject-time allocation and with
the leeway granted under the Basic school regulation.

However, if the implementation of one or more programs of study results in some
compulsory subjects being dropped from the timetable, the Minister then has to
authorize this derogation at the request of the school board, in accordance with the
third paragraph of section 222 of the Education Act.

= Secondary IV Ethics and Religious Culture program

The obligation to teach the Secondary IV Ethics and Religious Culture program
has been delayed. For 2004-2005, a provisional moral education program,
composed of modules from Secondary IV and V, will be used.

The codes of this provisional program are as follows:
- 081412 (French)
- 581412 (English)

EA, s.459;s.222, par. 3
BSR2, s. 35

BSR, s. 23

0OC 865-2001

Deputy Minister’s letter of
January 27, 2003
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Home economics 4

Career choice education 1 1 1

Personal and social education 2 1 1 1

Introduction to technology 4

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 2 4 4 14

2.2.1 Local Program in Oecumenism or in Ethics and Religious Culture

Since the 2001-2002 school year, with the authorization of the Minister and
subject to the conditions that he determines, a school board may allow a school to
replace the Catholic religious and moral instruction or Protestant moral and
religious education programs approved by the Minister for Secondary Cycle One
students with a local program of study in oecumenism or in ethics and religious
culture.

The Minister shall approve a local program in oecumenism after its confessional
aspects have been recognized by the Comité des affaires religieuses. He shall
approve a program in ethics and religious culture after having received a brief
from this committee on the religious aspects of the program.

2.2.2 Arts Education

School boards will apply one or both of the following two pedagogical
organization models for arts education in Secondary Cycle One.

Model 1

In Secondary I, a student enrolls in a four-credit program in one of the following
arts education subjects offered by the school board: drama, visual arts, dance or
music.

The student continues in the same subject in a four-credit program in Secondary II
and in a two-credit program in Secondary III.

2.2.1 Local Program in Oecumenism or in Ethics and Religious Culture

The Direction générale de la formation des jeunes, together with the Secrétariat
aux affaires religieuses of the Ministére de I’Education, has produced an annual
guide for school boards to explain the procedures for having such local programs
approved by the Minister.

2.2.2 Arts Education

These models will be in effect for the next year, that is until the implementation of
the reform in Secondary I in 2005-2006.

EA,s. 5, par. 2; 5. 222.1,
pars. 4 and 5

EA,s. 461
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At the end of these three years, the student will have accumulated 250 hours, or
10 credits, in the same arts education subject. As a result, a student who so chooses
will be able to continue his or her training in at least one of the arts education
subjects.

Model 2

In Secondary I, a student enrolls in two of the following arts education subjects
offered by the school board: drama, visual arts, dance or music.

In Secondary II and 111, the student continues in one of the two subjects selected in
Secondary I (a four-credit program in Secondary II and a two-credit program in
Secondary III).

At the end of these three years, the student will have accumulated 200 hours, or
eight credits, in the same arts education subject. As a result, a student who so
chooses will be able to continue his or her training in at least one of the arts
education subjects.
















































